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nEtworkInG In EuroPE – 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACTIVE FOR THE 
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

In September 2000, world leaders and representatives came together to adopt 
the United Nations Millennium Declaration outlining the challenges in the new 
century. This declaration formed the basis for a series of targets to achieve by 
2015, which are better known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
Their achievement is the most important international target relating to poverty 
reduction.

While the national governments are primarily responsible for implementation 
of the MDGs, all political levels must work together. Today, more than half of 
all people live in an urban area. As soon as 2015, six out of every ten individu-
als will live in a city. Global challenges such as poverty, resource scarcity and 
climate change must therefore be solved according to local contexts. Cities and 
municipalities form the link between the national and European levels as well as 
the local population in achievement of the MDGs.

Many cities and municipalities have been actively involved in different devel-
opment issues for many years now: they have established partnerships with 
communities in Africa, Asia and Latin America, support local projects, par-
ticipate in development networks or have added the MDGs to their political 
agenda. However, despite their willingness to implement development policy 
measures, there are also municipalities that lack the financial means and per-
sonnel resources to do so. These knowledge gaps can be filled by encouraging 
networking, cooperation and an exchange of experiences and best practices 
between local authorities.

This brochure provides an overview of the activities of local authorities, city 
networks and institutions within the scope of the “Networking in Europe: Local 
Governments meet the MDGs” project financed by the European Union. During 
our cooperation, we discussed countless issues and developed further action 
and tools that can also be implemented in other municipalities. Besides consid-
ering the MDGs, which should be achieved by 2015, our aim is to share insight 
and contribute to the Post-2015 Development Agenda, highlighting the crucial 
role of the local level in this process.

we wish you a pleasant read.

[Climate Alliance]
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NetworkiNg for the MilleNNiuM 
DevelopMeNt goals iN iN the uN CitY 
of BoNN

At the start of the new millennium, humanity set  
itself a work programme: at the United Nations 
headquarters, representatives from 189 countries 
defined the urgent tasks for international policy  
in the 21st century. The outcome was the so-
called Millennium Declaration from which eight 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were 
subsequently derived. By 2015, fundamental aims 
such as the eradication of global hunger and 
access to education for all are to be achieved in a 
collaboration between developing and developed 
countries. Cities and municipalities in Europe can 
actively contribute – by supporting fair trade, green 
procurement and municipal partnerships with 
countries of the southern hemisphere, for example.

The MDGs are present in Bonn, which is home to 
the United Nations’ German headquarters, in a very 
special way. Every October, the city cele brates 
United Nations Day together with countless other 
organisations and initiatives. A different Millennium 
Goal is focused on every year. What’s more, the 
German Commission for UNESCO has honoured 
Bonn as a “City of the World Decade on Education 
for Sustainable Development” three times in a row.

With the project due to conclude in 2015, we would 
like to inject some new momentum to raise further 
awareness of the MDGs and win greater support for 
their attainment. It is for this reason that we have 

launched the “Networking in Europe – Local Govern-
ments meet the MDGs” project in cooperation with 
Climate Alliance and various European cities, and 
with financial support from the EU. We have also 
established a platform, the Bonn Network for 
Development (Bonner Netzwerk für Entwicklung), 
for clubs, initiatives, schools and church groups 
involved in development policy work to exchange 
with one another and plan projects together. I am 
delighted that this ever-growing network’s very 
first event held in 2012, the Bonn Millennium Day 
(Bonner Millenniumstag), was a huge success and 
raised a great deal of awareness for the subject of 
development here in Bonn.

I also hope that this brochure will help raise aware-
ness, for it shows just how versatile and effective 
an exchange and networking within the European 
structure can be. The joint project has not only 
helped boost awareness of the MDGs in Bonn, but 
also made a concrete contribution to their success. 
And I wish nothing more than for as many readers 
as possible to be inspired to become active them-
selves.

Jürgen Nimptsch, 
Lord Mayor of the city of Bonn, Germany
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IntegratIve measures for 
the mIllennIum Development 
goals In oxforD

Oxford City’s commitment to working towards 
the MDGs remains steady at a time when the 
United Kingdom’s stalled economic growth is 
leading to a shift ing of priorities within its national 
and local government.

The economic insecurities and the scale of cuts in 
recent years – since 2010, financial support given to 
local authorities fell by more than one third – risk 
bringing the greatest hardship to more deprived 
households and communities, causing inequalities  
to rise. Another outcome of increased budgetary 
pressures is that less than one third of English 
councils now regard climate change as a priority. 
Without radical innovation, therefore, all levels of 
government in the UK risk failing to deliver fair 
outcomes for poorer populations – both at home 
and overseas. 

In this context, as a councillor, I welcome the 
opportunity to collaborate with European local 
politicians, to explore common problems and 
find pragmatic solutions to issues that will work 
at home and overseas. Social justice and climate 
justice require more inclusive actions embedded 
within communities – which are easily reached 
and empowered from the level of local government.  
As a local politician, I want policies passed to  
encourage and support community-based 
ap proaches for the delivery of improved outcomes,  
particularly for marginalised and vulnerable groups 
locally and internationally.

Van Coulter, 
City Councillor for Work and Cooperation 
of the city of Oxford, Great Britain

Potsdam is on board!

I first learned of this outstanding project around 
three years ago when my colleague in Bonn at 
the time approached me, outlined the issue and 
asked me directly: “You‘re going to get involved, 
aren‘t you?”
I did not agree immediately but instead reviewed 
the information in due course, whereupon I was 
rapidly able to reach a decision: yes, we would of 
course get involved!

We have got involved because it is us in the cities 
on this planet who are responsible for all aspects 
of urban development, such as determining the 
traffic and social infrastructure, and are at the same 
time closest to our people. We have got involved 
because we have learned that local policy is and 
shall remain local at its core, yet only those who 
are able to see the bigger picture can prevail in 
the present-day world that is digitally-networked 
in real time. 
We have got involved because we have recognised 
that many of the major problems of this world 
can only be resolved through interactive, well-net-
worked trade, and that we must succeed once and 
for all in overcoming the historic north-south divide 
on this unique planet. Thus we consider who must 

face what issues and needs where that we can 
get involved in resolving.
In this context, we have taken on the broad topic of 
climate protection and – spurred by our solidarity 
as a city with UNESCO World Cultural Heritage 
status – established a climatic connection with 
Zanzibar City, so to speak. We have worked 
to gether ever since to carefully consider how we 
can implement joint measures, counteract climate 
change and strive to find exclusively local, mutually 
beneficial solutions. It is well worthwhile, hence 
I can today conclude that it is good that my col-
league approached me back then, for without this 
MDG project, we would not have the knowledge 
that we have today. Consciously assuming respon-
sibility together.

Jann Jakobs,  
Mayor of the federal state capital of 
Potsdam, Germany
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Villach takes responsibility

The Alpine city of Villach is leading the way in 
the fields of hi-tech, climate protection, energy effi-
ciency, organic food and fair trade.
Villach affords international flair. It is important 
to us to show people how we must shape our coex-
istence in the future. We were one of the first cities 
in Europe to launch activities not only in the field 
of energy efficiency but also in that of global social 
responsibility. 
The local world shop (Weltladen), which supplies 
the city with fair trade products, was the central 
point of contact for this. Villach was the first city in 
Austria to offer fair trade tea and coffee in the local 
government’s cafeteria and mayor’s office from 
1994. Since 2000, visitors to the mayor’s office have 
also been offered fair trade orange juice. A further 
important step was the introduction of fair trade 
gift baskets. The mayor has given thousands of gift 
baskets with fair trade products from the world 
shop since 2008.
Fair trade products are just one component 
of our global responsibility. The other is direct 

partnerships with other countries and cities. 
We have maintained a partnership with Guinea-
Bissau in West Africa for 20 years now and have 
also supported the indigenous peoples of the Alto 
Rio Negro region in the Amazon rainforest through 
Climate Alliance since 1992. City partnerships have 
also been forged on the European level: we cur-
rently have ties with Oxford, Bonn, Potsdam and 
Nagykanizsa. We wish to work together to deter-
mine how the Millennium Development Goals set 
by the UN can be achieved on the municipal level. 
Fair trade gifts from the world shop, organic food 
for our kindergartens and naturally also renewable 
energy from the region are key components in this.

Helmut Manzenreiter, 
Mayor of the city of Villach, Austria

GreetinGs from the mayor 
of naGykanizsa

After learning of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), Nagykanizsa – a city with county 
rights – felt a commitment to join a project that 
could determine the sustainable development of 
the city for many years to come. 

There are many different settlements with a  
variety of possibilities and conditions, but 
sustainability can be considered a basic principle 
in our future activity in terms of the development 
of our cities. So far, we have enjoyed very fruitful 
cooperations with several European cities. These 
have helped in our city’s efforts with their useful 
methods and brilliant partnerships in the course of 
mutual cooperation.
One of Nagykanizsa’s key aims is to fulfil the 
obligatory educational tasks forming the basis in 
the process of achieving sustainable development. 
The favourable geographical location of our city 
allows for acceleration of the processes determined 
by the Millennium Development Goals in favour of 
sustainable development in the entire region. The 
beneficial links developing in Nagykanizsa provide 
further excellent opportunities to adopt the best 

practice models that also enable other cities to cre-
ate new perspectives in accordance with the Millen-
nium Development Goals.

All across Europe, our common interest is to 
educate young people to commit to protecting the 
climate and sustainable development, as the young 
generations represent our future. Increasing 
cooperation among the cities of Europe will make 
protection of the environment all across the continent 
more effective. Nagykanizsa’s local authorities will 
do their very best – as the local government has 
also done to date – to establish the basic principles 
by supporting the environmental education of 
young people to help build up the basic principles 
all across Europe and the whole world, as specified 
in the Millennium Development Goals.

Péter Cseresnyés,
Mayor of the city of Nagykanizsa, Hungary
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nEtworkInG In EuroPE
LocaL Governments meet the mdGs

At the 1992 conference held in Rio, the United Nations agreed a global 
action plan for a sustainable future for humankind, Agenda 21.

Cities and municipalities around the world were called upon to coop-
erate with local actors to develop and implement a municipal pro-
gramme for sustainable development.

Many processes have evolved from this international movement for 
the inclusion of environment and development policy aspects on the 
local level.

In September 2000, representatives from 189 countries agreed the 
Millennium Declaration at the largest United Nations summit to date. 
This agenda for international policy in the 21st century identifies four 
areas of action, which are crucial to securing of the global future:

 y Peace, security and disarmament
 y Development and poverty eradication
 y Protecting the common environment
 y Human rights, democracy and good governance

ChAPtEr 28 on LoCAL AuthorItIEs’ InItIAtIvEs In  
support of AgendA 21

“Because so many of the problems and solutions being addressed 
by Agenda 21 have their roots in local activities, the participation and 
cooperation of local authorities will be a determining factor in ful-
filling its objectives. Local authorities construct, operate and maintain 
economic, social and environmental infrastructure, oversee planning 
processes, establish local environmental policies and regulations, and 
assist in implementing national and subnational environmental poli-
cies. As the level of governance closest to the people, they play a vital 
role in educating, mobilizing and responding to the public to promote 
sustainable development.”

   St. Gallen, Frankfurt am Main and the federal state capital of Munich – 
       local authorities active for the MDGs. Photo: Robert Stürmer
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The declaration subsequently served as the basis 
for the development of eight Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs), which form the international 
political framework for all measures to eradicate 
poverty and combat countless obstacles to devel-
opment.

1.   Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2.   Achieve universal primary education 

3.   Promote gender equality and 
      empower women 

4.   Reduce child mortality 

5.   Improve maternal health 

6.   Combat HIV/AIDS and other diseases

7.   Ensure environmental sustainability 

8.   Global partnership for development 

Global challenges such as climate change and the 
ever-growing exploitation of natural resources and 
associated destruction of the livelihoods of mil-
lions of people reinforce the social inequalities and 
at the same time hinder attainment of the MDGs.

what contribution do municipalities 
make to attainment of the mdGs?
Worldwide, over 50 per cent of people now live in 
cities; by 2015, this figure will have risen to 60 per 
cent and, by 2050, to almost two thirds. Today, the 
urban population already uses 75 per cent of the 
global resources. Cities, municipalities and regions 
are therefore important actors in the implemen-
tation of international and national framework 
conditions for the achievement of sustainable 
development locally. A variety of opportunities and 
potential exist to assume this role:

 y Political competences: 
Municipalities are an important interface between 
the national and European levels as well as the 
local population in attainment of the MDGs and 
the search for solutions. Municipalities are able 
to set guidelines and legal framework conditions 
– for procurement or the passing of resolutions, 
for example. Individual cities – but primarily also 
networks of municipalities – are able to put politi-
cal pressure on national governments to advance 
attainment of the MDGs.

“Achieving the MDGs by 2015 is challenging 
but possible. Much depends on the fulfilment of 
MDG-8 – the global partnership for development. 
The current economic crises besetting much 
of the developed world must not be allowed to 
decelerate or reverse the progress that has been 
made.”

Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General, United Nations, 2012

  Partnership Munich – Asháninka; Teddy Sinacay, representative of the  
     Asháninka indigenous people of Peru and Joachim Lorenz, Permanent City 
     Councillor for Health and Environment, city of Munich. Photo: Tobias Hase 
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The local level has been acknowledged as an 
increasingly important actor in the search for solu-
tions and is involved in political processes.

 y Social competences: 
In keeping with the fundamental idea behind the 
local Agenda 21, the Millennium Development 
Goals also depend on the support of municipali-
ties and their local citizens. Municipalities are able 
to boost public awareness for change processes 
and contribute to advancement of the MDGs. Their 
proximity to the citizens allows municipalities to 
also raise awareness for the relationship between 
local action and global occurrences. One important 
aspect is the involvement of migrants as well as 
the promotion of dialogue and peace work.

 y Practical implementation  
of projects and campaigns: 

Valuable experience exists within municipalities, 
which is relevant to the municipal development 
cooperation as well as to cities and municipalities 
in developing countries and emerging nations. 
The development policy work can manifest itself 
in concrete partnerships and projects and/or local 
education work. Municipal development partner-
ships serve the exchange of experiences and trans-
fer of knowledge on the local authority level, and 
can help the partner municipalities to develop their 
own capacities.      

Given that it is expected that the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals can only partially be achiev ed by 
2015, the UN member states, international develop-
ment organisations and civil society have initiated 

a discussion on a possible post-2015 devel opment 
agenda. The development of global Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) agreed at the Rio+20 
conference held in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012 
could form part of such a post-2015 agenda.
The aims should relate to the challenges of poverty 
eradication, environmental protection, and sustain-
able consumption and production. Moreover, the 
SDGs should serve to fill any gaps in the MDGs 
and link to the ongoing MDG process.

This post-2015 initiative must take the altered 
glob al framework conditions and shift in develop-
ment paradigms into account. The past division 
between a rich north and poor south is increasingly 
blurred. Former “classic developing countries” 
such as India, China and Brazil are today important 
economic drivers from whose growth many other 
regions benefit.

Environmental problems associated with the 
excessive consumption of resources must be taken 
into greater consideration than in the past, and all 
relevant actors – both in the north and the south 
– involved. With their diverse approaches and 
experiences, municipalities also play an important 
role here and offer a variety of solutions for the 
achieve ment of sustainable development.

[Climate Alliance]
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“By communicating with my colleagues 
from cities in the southern hemisphere, I 
learn time and time again how great the 
challenges are there. Attainment of the Mil-
lennium Development Goals decides on the 
future opportunities for millions of people. 
We in Europe can help improve their living 
conditions, which is why we in Bonn are 
campaigning for the MDGs” 

Jürgen Nimptsch, Lord Mayor of the city of Bonn 

In Bonn, municipal development cooperation has 
long been a tradition: as early as 1999, Bonn city 
council agreed a concept for international coop-
eration that forms the basis of the city’s develop-
ment policy cooperation with cities in the southern 
hemisphere. Today Bonn maintains six so-called 
“project partnerships” with cities in Africa, Latin 
America and Central Asia. These municipal part-
nerships aim at socially and ecologically fair and 
sustainable development. Projects are imple-
mented in the fields of climate protection, public 
services, education and development policy public 
relations work, for example.

Cities and municipalities can also make an impor-
tant contribution to attainment of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) through fair trade, 
environmentally-friendly and fair procurement, 
using renewable energies, integrating people with 
a migration background, and municipal partner-
ship projects with countries in the southern hemi-
sphere, for example.

Within this, it is extremely important to involve the 
inhabitants in this process, raise awareness for the 
global challenges of the 21st century, share con-
cerns and encourage involvement.

Promoting citizen involvement:  
the bonn network for development
In Bonn, social commitment to “One World” is 
already widespread. Yet many people are still  
not particularly familiar with the Millennium  
Development Goals. Hence the city of Bonn 
established a network in 2011 to offer the many 
actors involved in development policy “at the 

CrEAtInG AddEd vALuE throuGh nEtworkInG: 
the Bonn network for deveLopment

grass roots” (e.g. schools, associations, initia-
tives and church groups) a platform to network 
and exchange among themselves. The “Bonn 
Network for Development: Responsibility – Fair-
ness – Future” (“Bonner Netzwerk für Entwicklung: 
Verantwortung – Gerechtigkeit – Zukunft”) aims to 
raise awareness for the Millennium Development 
Goals among the general public in Bonn and to 
win support for its projects and initiatives. More 
than 50 smaller associations and initia tives, most 
of which are run by volunteers, already belong to 
this network. Given that the members’ resources 
are extremely limited, the city of Bonn has com-
missioned an external facilitator with the task of 
coordination within the network.

The Bonn Network for Development is not only 
visible to the general public with an umbrella logo 
that can be used by all partners, but also through 
its events and projects. The cooperation within the 
network enables the partners to organise events 
together, which individual partners would never 
have been able to organise alone. One example is 
a series of events held in cooperation with Bonn’s 
adult education centre (Volkshochschule – VHS), 
which examines the Millennium Development 
Goals from different angles, addressing global 
issues such as famine, water, waste, etc. The 
members of the Bonn Network for Development 
get involved as speakers or with their own events. 
Discussion rounds, exhibitions, film evenings and 
activity days should also help make the Millennium 
Development Goals public and transparent, mobi-
lise involvement and above all support the local 
inhabitants with responsible action to promote 
implementation of the MDGs in the future.

 Photo: City of Bonn
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If there is one thing that small initiatives have, 
then it is enthusiasm, long-standing project 
expertise and intercultural competence; if there 
is one thing that they are lacking, then 
it is financial and personnel resources. It is pre-
cisely here that the Bonn Network for Develop-
ment – Responsibility – Fairness – Future gets 
involved: we offer a platform for a targeted 
exchange and networking for joint action, for 
together we can achieve great things. Some of 
what we have achieved was been showcased at 
the Bonn Millennium Day in 2012 and the Ger-
man Development Day in 2013.” 

Albrecht W. Hoffmann, Coordinator of the Bonn Network for 
Development on behalf of the city of Bonn

raising awareness: the bonn millennium day
Public events are required to reach as many 
in habitants as possible. Hence the Bonn Network 
for Development held the first Bonn Millennium 
Day (Bonner Millenniumstag) on 14 July 2012. A 
‘global village’ was set up for the day on Münster-
platz at the heart of Bonn as a place of encounter 
and exchange. The network partners presented 
their projects and contributions to attainment of the 
eight Millennium Development Goals and a future-
oriented, fair world in eight tents. During moder-  
ated discussion rounds, speakers from the field of 
development policy and civil society considered 
the question of the contribution inhabitants can 
make to attainment of the goals. Several hundred 
visitors took advantage of this opportunity to learn 
about Bonn’s varied development policy involve-
ment, participate in a quiz, find out more about 
the MDGs through play, explore the sculpture park 
created by children and young people, and enjoy 
fair and sustainable food and drinks.

Creating added value through networking
Networking creates added value – and that not 
just locally. The Bonn Network for Development is 
part of a European project being implemented in 
cooperation with Climate Alliance, and municipal-
ities and NGOs from several European countries 
in which the city of Bonn is the lead partner. The 
“Networking in Europe – Local Goverments meet 
the MDGs” project provides a useful platform for 
experts to exchange. Oxford (UK), for example, 
has not only been a partner city of the munici-
pality of Bonn for a long time now, but has also 
been a “Fair Trade City” since 2003. Oxford and 
the “Fair Trade Town” of Bonn cooperate closely 
on the subject of fair trade, with a mutual expert 
exchange and joint events within the scope of 
the “Fair Weeks”, for example. There is also an 

exchange on climate protection with Bonn’s part-
ner city of Potsdam, which – like Oxford – is also a 
partner in the MDG project.

New momentum is gained from the cooperation 
with the member states from Eastern Europe. The 
experiences of the city of Nagykanizsa (Hungary) 
and the Hungarian environmental association, 
Reflex, are particularly valuable for all partners. 
Finally, the city of Villach in Austria has a great deal 
of experience in environmental and climate protec-
tion, and is able to pass this on as a network partner.

Involving multipliers
Within the scope of the cooperation, these and 
many other experiences and competences have 
been compiled in a database of good examples, 
which is not only available to the network partners 
but also to all other Climate Alliance member cities.

The project also contributes to networking on the 
European and international levels – for instance, 
through the contact with multipliers within the 
scope of Climate Alliance’s annual meeting or at 
international conferences and workshops such as 
the Bonn Conference on International Develop-
ment Policy (Bonner Konferenz für Entwicklungs-
politik) organised by the state of North Rhine-West-
phalia. One further success is the cooperation with 
the Millennium Consumption Goal Initiative (MCGI)  
of Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Professor Munasinghe,  
who met with international city representatives 
in September 2011 at the invitation of the city of 
Bonn and Climate Alliance. Overall, a network 
of contact and exchange could be developed in 
just three years, which extends far beyond the 
participating project partners and will also continue 
to exist long after the project is concluded.
[City of Bonn]

 Bonn Millennium Day 2012,
Photo: City of Bonn
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Three initiatives undertaken in Oxford illustrate how local action can 
lead to improved social justice and help to deliver the MDGs.

oxford – our fairtrade city
Fairtrade in the UK is very successful and has released significant 
sums of money for community development in producer countries. 
Much of the sales, however, come from big brands and chains. 
Oxford has been a Fairtrade City since 2004 and is proud that across 
the city there are people not only buying and selling Fairtrade, but 
also educating people about how it works and taking part in the 
de bates around its future.

One key reason for success is that community-based action has  
created active Fairtrade enterprises which not only increase sales (and 
money available to producers) but also prioritise building local com-
munity and offering information about the wider issues around Fair-
trade. One such initiative is the Windmill shop.

The Windmill and Fairtrade at St Michael’s in the city centre hope to 
liaise with the world shop (Weltladen) in Villach to share best practices.

barton and mdG 7
MDG 7, promoting environmental sustainability, is crucial globally and 
locally. Oxford is proud to have a pioneering city-wide programme 
of collaboration between private, public and non-profit organisations 
with the aim of ensuring Oxford’s future as a sustainable and low 
carbon city. The objectives of the Low Carbon Oxford programme are 
set; to reduce the overall carbon emissions of the city by 3% year on 
year – achieving an 80% reduction by 2050, to create more ‘green jobs’ 
and a sustainable economy, and for Oxford to become an exemplary 
low carbon city for the UK.

Within this programme, the “Warming Barton” project aims to help 
householders save energy and create warmer homes in one of 
Oxford’s most deprived neighbourhoods. Oxford’s “Low Carbon Hub” 

LoCAL ACtIon In oxford 

“The Windmill, run by the Head-
ington Fairtrade Co-operative, is  
dedicated to highlighting the 
importance of Fairtrade in improv-
ing conditions for the Global 
South and contributing to most 
of the Millennium Goals. By pay-
ing a fair price for goods it helps 
to diminish extreme poverty. Its 
most popular coffee comes from 
a Bolivian co-operative run by 
and empowering women. The 
premium paid under the Fairtrade 
scheme is used locally in the 
developing world for educational, 
health, and other improvements. 
Much of what The Windmill sells 
is environmentally friendly. It is 
a small enterprise, but part of 
something much bigger.” 

Dr. J. H. (Ian) Alexander, founding director of 
the Headington Fairtrade Co-operative

 Photo: Margaret Stranks 



11

is working in partnership with local community 
groups, Low Carbon Barton and the Barton Com-
munity Association, to offer local residents energy 
surveys on their homes. The Hub is championing a 
community-based, bottom-up approach to energy 
efficiency in households. 

bArton And mdG 7
“Even the most developed countries have areas 
of multiple deprivations where work is needed to 
build the resilience and capacity of those com-
munities in all areas.   The integration of sustain-
able development into this work is essential if the 
community is to be able to develop a safe, warm 
and energy-secure future for itself where no 
inhabitant has to struggle with fuel poverty.  

In doing this work in the global north, we can con-
tribute to less ening problems in the global south  
in two ways:  firstly by reducing our own emis-
sions; and secondly by developing ways of work-
ing with poor communities that we can share with 
other countries.”

Barbara Hammond,  
Director of Oxford’s Low-Carbon Hub
(www.lowcarbonhub.org)

“There is no better way for us to reconnect with 
food and the environment than to see what’s 
happening locally. FoodPrinting Oxford is a great 
project that enables us to explore in detail what 
we eat and where it comes from, how much land, 
water and energy is required in its production, 
and what greenhouse gas emissions are involved. 
The numbers are fascinating, but perhaps more 
importantly the project explores what we might 
do to reduce our food footprint. The results are 
remarkably clear and consistent – the single most 
important thing we can do is to change our diets: 
reduce our inputs of meat and dairy. This would 
have health as well as environmental benefits. 
Reducing food waste and excessive packaging 
also score highly.”

Professor Charles Godfray, Oxford Martin School,  
University of Oxford
(www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/publications/view/1004)

“foodPrinting” oxford
“FoodPrinting” Oxford provides for a multifaceted 
approach for identifying waste in the food supply 
chain. “FoodPrinting” is also important because 
Oxford’s food system accounts for a major part of 
the city’s environmental impact – around 20% of all 
of Oxford’s greenhouse gas emissions. “FoodPrint-
ing” Oxford is not about finding or promoting one 
particular solution; it is about providing people 
with clear and quantitative information, so that 
they can compare options and take proportionate 
action. 

[City of Oxford]

▲ Brochure on the ecological footprint in the 
food chain in the city of Oxford.

 Campaign for fair trade clothing. Photo: Margaret Stranks
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Since 2011, the state capital of Potsdam has maintained a partner-
ship with Zanzibar City within the scope of the “50 municipal climate 
partnerships by 2015” project of the German Federal Ministry for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). An action strategy for 
climate protection and adjustment to climate change is being devel-
oped through an exchange of climate change experiences within the 
municipalities. This primarily takes the form of networking between 
different local partners in Potsdam and Zanzibar City.

During the partnership meeting, it rapidly became clear that climate 
change has arrived in the African municipalities. It is tangible in  
Zanzibar City in the continual flooding of Mnazi Moja sports field, for 
example.

Zanzibar’s most renowned district is Stone Town, the historic centre 
which was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2000. The 
ban on plastic bags in Stone Town is worthy of note. It has success-
fully been enforced for two years now through information cam-
paigns and checks primarily in the area in and around the market. The 
key fields of action identified within the municipality of Zanzibar are 
waste and landfill management, coastal erosion and extensive soil 
degradation due to increased heavy rain, and pounding waves and a 
rise in the sea level in combination with flooding.

A visit to the coastal protection measures in Rostock therefore fea-
tured on the itinerary in November 2012 when a delegation of five 
from Zanzibar City visited Potsdam.

The delegates gained insights into the methods and regulations for 
coatal protection in Germany during a forum held by the Mecklen-
burg-West Pomerania State Agency for Agriculture and Environment 
and the Environmental Agency of the City of Rostock.

CLImAtE PArtnErshIP bEtwEEn thE stAtE  
CAPItAL of PotsdAm And ZAnZIbAr CIty

  Expert exchange between Potsdam and Zanzibar City
      Photo: Thomas Kuhlow, state capital of Potsdam

 Mnazi Moja sports field – a flooded sports pitch in Zanzibar City
     Photo: Steffen Tervooren, state capital of Potsdam
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CLImAtE ChAnGE As thE foCus of 
munICIPAL PArtnErshIPs

The project “50 municipal climate partnerships 
by 2015” was launched in November 2011. 
Since this time, nine German municipalities 
have cooperated with their partners in Ghana, 
Tanzania and South Africa on joint programmes  
for climate protection and adjustment to  
climate change. The climate partnerships offer 
both partners the opportunity to combine 
their own climate protection activities with 
international commitment within the scope of 
a municipal partnership. In 2012, further 
14 climate partnerships with municipalities in 
Latin America and the Caribbean could be won 
for the project. Continuous development of the
project is also planned in the coming years.

Further information:
www.service-eine-welt.de/klimapartnerschaften
/klimapartnerschaften-start.html

 The environment team at Bruno-H.-Bürgel primary school 
     Photo: Klaus-Peter Krippendorf

school climate partnership between bruno-h.-
bürgel primary school and a school in Zanzibar
Bruno-H.-Bürgel primary school has maintained  
a partnership with a school in Zanzibar City since 
2012. During a preliminary project, the school- 
children in Potsdam sewed cloth bags for the  
children at the partner school in Zanzibar to help 
them avoid using plastic bags.

The project theme of “Children sew for children – 
making old into new” (“Kinder nähen für Kinder  
– aus Alt mach Neu”) raised awareness among 
the children for the subject of waste prevention in 
Potsdam as well as in Zanzibar. A mutual under-
standing for the local problems was also created.

The children have established that the subject of 
waste prevention is also a major problem here in 
Germany, and the children at the partner school 
were amazed at the activities in Potsdam.

[State capital of Potsdam]
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Nagykanizsa joined Climate Alliance – Europe’s largest city network 
for environmental protection – in 2004. This influenced our urban 
planning activities in the fields of environmental and climate protec-
tion. The political sphere and local government are open to these 
issues and to the introduction of effective changes that have had a 
positive impact on our inhabitants’ lives.

The municipality places particularly emphasis on making the entire 
Nagykanizsa region aware of environmental issues.

The whole sustainability process relies on the younger generation. 
All educational establishments in Nagykanizsa – including the  
nursery, primary and secondary schools as well as the university 
faculties – are involved in environmental education projects. Various 
different activities and competitions have been introduced, which 
have proven extremely popular with the children and young people. 
In collaboration with local educational establishments, institutions 
and associations, the municipality strives to make progress in the 
areas of resource efficiency, energy saving, waste and health. 

Together with Reflex Environmental Association and Climate Alliance 
Hungary, a workshop was offered with the title ”Local ways towards 
sustainability“ for representatives of municipalities, non-governmen-
tal organisations and other multipliers from the educational and cli-
mate protection sector. Mayors from the region presented their local 
best practices. 

However, we must not be impatient, for environmental education 
takes a great deal of time, and sustainable awareness can only be 
achieved with a continuous work process.

Two projects in the field of education are, for example, the “LENA 
– Learning in Nature” and “Fresh A.I.R. – New winds in the environ-
mental education” campaigns. Both projects have been a great  
success and received both European and national funding. Young 

EduCAtIon As thE kEy tAsk for A sustAInAbLE futurE

 Photo: City of Nagykanizsa
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people from Nagykanizsa and the entire region 
have participated in these environmental educa-
tion projects for many years now. One further  
target group for the two projects is teachers and 
educators, who are given the opportunity to 
attend further training courses and workshops in  
Austria and Hungary. Summer and leisure activi-
ties are also organised for both children and young 
people and teachers. These are held in untouch ed 
national parks and unique natural settings in 
both countries, whereby a direct and sensitive 
approach to nature is encouraged. Teachers are 
also able to gain some wonderful experience 
in this way that can subsequently help them to 
improve their environmental education work in 
the following academic year.

[City of Nagykanizsa]
▲  Photos: City of Nagykanizsa
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Similar to everywhere else in the “One World”, our responsibility 
begins with the smallest of things – our children. And Villach has 
achieved a tremendous amount for them. Plans for for organic food 
in childcare and educational establishments were drawn up as early 
as 1996, with implementation starting three years later. Around 
65 per cent of the food offered at the 13 kindergartens and seven day 
care centres is now organic. All facilities have their own kitchen, with 
fresh food prepared daily. And this for the same price as before. The 
cost per meal is 64 cents, a price that is affordable for all sections of 
the population.

With 213,000 meals prepared every year, each meal contributes to 
climate protection – particularly if you consider that one third of the 
burden on our environment and climate is associated with our nutri-
tion. The switch has had numerous positive outcomes. Given that the 
children find the food tastier, the amount of waste could at the same 
time also be significantly reduced. Not to forget the good “work cli-
mate” and pride of the responsible parties. All those involved are 
highly committed to the successful project. Raised flowerbeds are 
currently being set up at all facilities to supply fresh herbs and veg-
etables from cultivation through to harvest.

When asked about the secret to their success, the answer is a very 
simple one: “It is the local chefs and staff, who work with joy and 
enthusiasm to bring food that is prepared fresh every day to the 
table.” The commitment of mayor Helmut Manzenreiter has helped 
make organic food and a healthy diet an important aspect for all 
those involved in childcare and educational establishments. The  
children, parents and employees really appreciate this.

In other towns, the catering teams were given notice and the  
facilities are now supplied by one central kitchen. The cost per meal 
is around 46 cents, with savings made at the cost of quality. The 
direct consequence: if the quality of the food decreases, the amount 
of waste increases. This is one problem that the kindergartens in  

vILLACh: ORGANIC FOOD IN KINDERGARTENS

 Photo: City of Villach
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Villach do not have! One element contributing to 
the recipe for success in Villach is the involvement 
of a local network. The kindergartens are supplied 
by organic businesses. “Our suppliers include over 
30 organic producers, who provide a wide range 
of products from apple juice to goat’s cheese,” 
explains organic pioneer, Rudi Löschenkohl. He 
also supplies the grain for Manfred Raudaschl’s 
bakery, which is in turn used by the latter to bake 
bread that has already achieved cult status in the 
region: “The sourcing of products from organic 
businesses has allowed me to halve the transport 
costs.” 
The core focus of the local network is the Alpine-
Adriatic organic market held at the heart of the 
versatile region that extends from Villach all the 
way to the Mediterranean. Over 20 organic farm-
ers from Friuli, Slovenia, Styria and Carinthia  
offer up their artisanal agri-foodstuffs for sale. 
Karl Heinz Müller, who sells organic bread in 

Nadrag bakery, is one of them: “We are always 
delighted when the kindergarten children pay 
us a visit.”

One annual highlight in Villach is the intercultural 
street festival. More than one thousand people are 
treated to organic and fair trade cuisine by Climate 
Alliance and the world shop (Weltladen). Migrants 
prepare a menu for a better world and source the 
ingredients exclusively from organic farmsteads 
and fair trade. An organic and fair trade food  
culture is beneficial to climate protection, the 
maintenance of human rights, species-appropriate 
livestock farming and naturally also our health 
– allowing steps conducive to attainment of the 
MDGs to be taken. It is an alcohol-free festival.

[City of Villach]

 Barbecue afternoon with solar energy in Kindergarten Lind, 
     Villach: Solar burgers for all kids. Photo: City of Villach

 Photo: City of Villach
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Cities and municipalities get involved in promoting sustainable devel-
opment in a variety of ways, ranging from fairtrade projects through 
sustainable procurement to partnerships with municipalities in the 
southern hemisphere.

It is often difficult to obtain concrete figures for this involvement. 
Particularly indicators allowing implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals to be quantified are lacking. Hence the city of 
Bonn has developed a set of indicators in cooperation with the pro-
ject partners and scientific support from the Protestant Institute for 
Interdisciplinary Research (Forschungsstelle der Evangelischen Studi-
engemeinschaft e. V. – FEST) within the scope of the “Networking in 
Europe – Local Governments meet the MDGs” project. These indica-
tors should cover the respective fields of action in which European 
cities and municipalities can actively get involved in the Millennium 
Development Goals.

The idea behind the development of a set of indicators is to better be 
able to measure and compare attainment of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals in the future. The MDG indicators should therefore be 
made available to all municipalities participating in the project and 
as many other municipalities as possible (e.g. Climate Alliance mem-
ber municipalities). Where feasible, they should also be included in 
municipalities’ climate and sustainability reporting.

mAkInG LoCAL InvoLvEmEnt mEAsurAbLE: 
DEVELOPING A SET OF MDG INDICATORS
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In a preliminary phase, the following indicators 
were selected and subjected to a test:

1.   CO2 emissions per inhabitant
2.   Residual and bulky waste per inhabitant
3.   Paper consumption and proportion 
      of recycling at local authorities
4.   Municipal spending on fairtrade products
5.   Sustainable procurement practices 
      at organisations
6.   Number of companies in the municipality 
      holding a sustainability certificate 
      (Nachhaltigkeitszertifikat)
7.   Total ongoing municipal spending for 
     “One World” commitment
8.   Proportion of female elected representatives 
      in municipal politics
9.   Degree of familiarity among the general 
      public with the Millennium Development Goals

Each of these indicators addresses one or more of 
the eight Millennium Development Goals. The use 
of MDG indicators should afford local efforts to 
attain the Millennium Development Goals greater 
visibility in the future and enable the monitoring of 
progress. Within this, the indicators should be inte-
grated into existing municipal reporting and moni-
toring systems (e.g. the European Energy Award) in 
such a way that the additional costs and workload 
involved in obtaining and evaluating the necessary 
data are as low as possible for all involved.

The activities measured with the indicators always 
also have global effects, even if the measurements 
can only be taken locally. Thus the procurement 
of fair trade products such as coffee ensures an 
income for the growers in the countries of origin 
that they are also able to live from. A ban on 
products from exploitative child labour in the 
procurement guidelines of cities and municipalities 
will actively contribute to improving the life situa-
tion of children and young people.

The development and use of a set of indicators 
thus makes an important contribution to raising 
awareness for the Millennium Development Goals 
in municipalities in Germany and Europe. Imitation 
is explicitly desired!

For further information on the MDG indicators, 
please see www.cities-for-mdgs.eu.

[City of Bonn]
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A variety of challenges threaten our future such 
as poverty, resource scarcities, hunger, disease, 
and environmental damage. Unsustainable con-
sumption and production methods are underlying 
causes, hence we must focus on finding integrated 
solutions that can solve many problems simulta-
neously. The global economy already uses natural 
resources equivalent to almost 1.5 earths, with 
the world’s richest 1.4 billion consuming almost 
85 per cent of global output – over 60 times the 
consumption of the poorest 1.4 billion. Present-
day consumption by the affluent is not only eco-
logically unsustainable but also detrimental to 
the lives of the poorer population, exacerbating 
inequalities.

The Millennium Consumption Goals (MCGs) were 
proposed to the United Nations in 2011 to address 
just these challenges. They are one option for a 
comprehensive framework for sustainable devel-
opment in the post-2015 agenda. Among other 
goals, the MCGs call for a rethink in the indus- 
trialised nations and are seen as a complement to 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

In contrast to the MDGs, the MCGs concept pri-
marily targets the most affluent 20 per cent of 
the global population, i.e. not only the “affluent” 
in the industrialized countries, who are responsi-
ble for the consumption of 80 per cent of natural 
resources, but also those in the southern hemi-
sphere. The MCGs show that a widespread reduc-
tion in poverty can only be achieved by decreas-
ing the global consumption of resources.

thE mILLEnnIum ConsumPtIon GoALs (mCGs) As 
A ContrIbutIon to thE Post-2015 dEvELoPmEnt AGEndA

The Millennium Consumption Goals have three 
major objectives:
 y Environmental: respect nature and reduce 

humanity’s use of global resources to a sustain-
able level within planet earth’s natural capacities. 

 y Social: meet the basic consumption needs  
and render the distribution of consumption 
more equitable. 

 y Economic: promote sustainable prosperity  
for all, taking economic efficiency and both  
environmental and social sustainability  
constraints into account.

While the MCGs are a novel concept, they are 
based on the original Agenda 21 from the 1992 Rio 
Earth Summit, which called for a targeted debate 
on unsustainable production and consumption 
habits. The latter were also highlighted at the 2002 
World Summit on Sustainable Development in 
Johannesburg. Based directly on “Sustainomics”, 
which sets out a step-by-step methodology to 
make development more sustainable, people are 
empowered to take immediate action and elimi-
nate existing unsustainable activities.

The MCGs are seen as one essential brick that 
can support any of the other post-2015 initiatives, 
including Agenda 21, Green Economy, and Sus-
tainable Development Goals. They would aim to 
curb consumption by the affluent in all countries, 
thereby freeing up resources that could meet the 
basic needs of the poor. Instead of viewing the 

 Photo: Tobias Hase
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affluent as a problem, the latter would be involved 
and encouraged to contribute to the solution 
without reducing their quality of life. This change 
of perspective harbours great potential, for even 
minor shifts in their huge share in the consump-
tion of resources and their consequences could 
significantly reduce the environmental burden and 
free up resources to help the poor. One example 
here is the present-day overconsumption and 
associated production of waste: food waste in  
private households is around 30 per cent in West-
ern Europe and closer to 50 per cent in North 
America. Healthier diets and lifestyles will not 
only save resources but also improve the quality 
of people’s lives.

For this rethink in our society to succeed, both 
top-down and bottom-up approaches will be 
required: we must set global targets to manage 
consumption equitably among countries, sectors, 
cities, communities, and firms. While top-down, 
international negotiations on a lasting post-2015 
agenda will continue, the Millennium Consump-
tion Goals Initiative (MCGI) has already launched 
an inclusive bottom-up effort, which has garnered 
worldwide support. The MCGI emphasises vol-
untary actions by many pioneering individuals, 
communities, organisations, firms, cities, regions, 
and nations, who are willing to establish their own 
specific voluntary goals.

As a network of European municipalities with 
indigenous peoples of the rainforests, Climate 
Alliance advocates the Millennium Consumption 

Goals Initiative, as it recognises and supports 
the importance of local development processes. 
Authorities at national and international levels 
must contribute to the development of a local, 
country-specific approach. Municipalities are 
important actors in the development cooperation, 
capable of bringing about local change due to the 
proximity to their citizens.

Changing unsustainable mindsets will be a chal-
lenge. The Washington Consensus that dominated 
government thinking in the 1990s and led to the 
current economic collapse still prevails. However, 
many citizens, businesses and decision-makers 
are already ahead of national political leaders with 
regard to sustainable development. Exclusively 
market-based development void of any environ-
mental and social criteria will not guarantee sus  - 
tainability. This is why we urgently need the MCGs,  
which place the emphasis directly on sustainable 
consumption and production to ensure a sustaina-
ble future for our children and grandchildren.  

[Mohan Munasinghe]

  Photo: Thorben Wengert / pixelio
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sErvICE – IntErEstInG LInks 
And doCumEnts

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
www.un.org/millenniumgoals

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.html 
> Topics  > Sustainable Development Goals

Post-2015 development agenda
www.beyond2015.org

The world we want – Post-2015
www.worldwewant2015.org

Millennium Consumption Goals (MCGs)
www.millenniumconsumptiongoals.org

Campaign Fairtrade Towns
www.fairtradetowns.org

rELEvAnt doCumEnts And PubLICAtIons
Local Government Millenniums Declaration
United Cities and Local Governments, 2005
http://cities-for-mdgs.eu/links.html

Local authorities the North and the Millennium Development Goals –  
8 ways to change the world
www.uclg.org
> Resources  > page 4

Thematic Programme NSA-LA in Development – 2011-2013 Strategy paper
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/how/finance/dci/non_state_actors_en.htm
> right column

Development effectiveness at the local and regional level
www.ccre.org/docs/Development_effectiveness_at_local_regional_level.EN.pdf

MDGs Post-2015 – The role of local and regional authorities  
in the development agenda post-2015 
www.uclg.org/en/issues/mdgs-post-2015 
> Documents

Municipal Development Cooperation in Germany (with examples from cities)
www.rgre.de/kez.html 
> right column

The (head) start package: Action plan for the field of action of global climate protection
http://cities-for-mdgs.eu/links.html

Foodprinting Oxford – How to feed a city
http://www.oxfordmartin.ox.ac.uk/research
> Publication  > Reports
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AssoCIAtIons of LoCAL AuthorItIEs
Climate Alliance of European cities with Indigenous rainforest Peoples  
www.climatealliance.org, www.indigenous-peoples.net

Climate Alliance Austria
www.klimabuendnis.at

ICLEI
www.iclei.org

Council of European Municipalities and Regions
www.ccre.org

Portal of the European Commission and the Committee of the Regions
www.cor.europa.eu/portal

United Cities and Local Governments
www.uclg.org

othEr rELEvAnt ACtors / PArtnErs:
Servicestelle Kommunen in der Einen Welt (SKEW)
www.engagement-global.de/skew-servicestelle-kommunen-in-der-einen-welt.html

Plataforma
www.platforma-dev.eu

Best practice
www.cities-for-mdgs.eu
> Best practice examples

you can find all documents and links under: 
http://cities-for-mdgs.eu/links.html
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ProjECt PArtnErs ”nEtworkInG In EuroPE: 
LoCAL GovErnmEnts mEEt thE mdGs“
In addition to the municipalities presented in this brochure of Bonn, Potsdam, 
Oxford, Villach and Nagykanizsa, several other actors were involved in the 
realisation of the project “Networking in Europe: Local Governments meet the 
MDGs”. These are:  

____________________________________________________________________________

cLimate chanGe requires 
LocaL initiatives and  
GLoBaL networkinG

  
        
Climate Alliance
“Climate Alliance of European Cities with Indigenous Rainforest Peoples” is 
the European network of local authorities committed to the protection of the 
world’s climate. The member cities and municipalities aim to reduce green-
house gas emissions at their source. Their allies in this endeavour are the 
Indigenous Peoples of the rainforests in the Amazon Basin.

Climate Alliance considers the MDGs as an important policy framework that is 
the basis for local authorities to take action. 

www.climatealliance.org

Nagykanizsa

Nagykanizsa

Nagykanizsa

Nagykanizsa
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Climate Alliance Austria
Climate Alliance Austria is a global partnership to protect global clima-
te. Under this partnership, Climate Alliance Austria has been supporting 
Indigenous Peoples of the Upper Rio Negro in the north-west Brazil since 
1993. Climate Alliance Austria has eight regional offices in each Austrian 
province.

Main aspects of Climate Alliance’s work in Austria are information and aware-
ness raising, networking and training of partners and the implementation of 
projects and campaigns.

www.klimabuendnis.at

reflex Environmental Association/Climate Alliance hungary
Reflex Environmental Association has been operating since 1987 as one of 
the most decisive organizations of the Hungarian environmental civil move-
ment. Our main objective is to preserve natural and physical environmental 
values in order to protect the essential conditions for the future generation as 
well as to create harmony between nature and human activity.

Reflex Environmental Association has been cooperating with the Climate 
Alliance Austria since 2004. The first common project was a cross-border pro-
gramme. In 2009, as a result of successful cooperation, national environmen-
talist organizations, including Reflex, have established the Climate Alliance 
Hungary, which has 28 members at present. 

www.reflex.gyor.hu
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the role of municipalities as key actors in the search for solutions  
to major global challenges such as poverty, resource scarcities and  
climate change is increasingly being recognised – also politically. 
A recent memo from the European Commission to the European  
Parliament, European Council, European Economic and social  
Committee, and Committee of the regions regarding more effective  
development outcomes calls for enhanced governance by empowe-
ring local authorities.

many cities and municipalities in Europe have been actively involved 
in local development cooperation for some time now. besides ente-
ring into partnerships with municipalities in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, they also support local projects, form part of devel opment 
policy networks and have added the millennium development Goals 
(mdGs) to their political agenda.

this publication was created within the scope of the eu-financed pro-
ject, “networking in Europe: Local Governments meet the mdGs”.  
It provides an insight into concrete activities and networking in  
Germany, Great britain, hungary and Austria. moreover, it reveals 
what potential for change still exists in the cooperation between the 
political sphere, local authorities and civil society, and makes sugges-
tions of what can be done.

www.cities-for-mdgs.eu


